Congress of the United States
Houge of Representatives
THasghington, BEC 20515

Februaryg, 2021

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr

President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Joe Biden,

It has come to our attention that you may be consideringeatrg to the Joint Comprehensive

Plan of Action (JCPOA) without first pursuing any changes to the 2015 agreement. It is critically
important that you do not allow history to repeat itself withtally flawed Iran Nuclear Deal.

For a variety of reasons that include the expiring sunset clauses and a flawed verification
agreement, this would be a strategic US foreign policy blunder, exponentially more dangerous
than the consequences of the oriméguided approach. As is, this deal is not a pathway to
prevent Iran from acquiring a nuclear weaplbrs a blueprint for exactly how Iran can secure
massive sums of money and obtain a nuclear weapon in short order. Compounding the threat,
thisapproah t ur ns a bl i-nodakardestabilizing aclivities thr@ughouat the

world, such as its support for international terrorism and continued development of its ballistic
missile arsenal.

The decision not to recertify the Iran Nuclear Dealn27 was i n Americads be
if the United States never withdrew from the deal, poorly construed sunset provisions baked into

the deal would now be upon us, meaning Iran would be well on its way to obtaining a nuclear
weapon while having viotad not only the spirit but the letter of the deal.

House Democrats claim the JCPOA fAverifiably c
in violation of the deal, prior to U.S. withdrawal from the agreement téstiedmore IR8 and

IR-6 centrifuges than permitted under the JCPOA. Iranatsonptedo acquire carbon fiber

that it had agreed not to obtain aidckpiledmore heavy water than was allowed under the

JCPOA. Even though the United States insisted there would be inspéctiohse r e necessar
when necessago f Il rands military sites,-bothbefortandhni ans
after this agreementthatitwouldne er be permitted. Whatdéds mor e,
allowed to participate in the verification regime that is included in the JCPOA.

Worst of all, the verification agreement between Iran and the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) remainsageet mystery to this day and stil/l


https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-nuclear-report-exclusive/exclusive-faulty-devices-help-keep-iran-in-nuclear-deal-limits-report-idUSKCN1BX034
https://isis-online.org/isis-reports/detail/iranian-atomic-energy-organization-attempted-carbon-fiber-procurement/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-nuclear/iran-once-again-exceeds-a-nuclear-deal-limit-iaea-report-idUSKBN1342T1
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/obama-inspectors-access-any-site-iran-true/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/obama-inspectors-access-any-site-iran-true/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/obama-inspectors-access-any-site-iran-true/

During testimony to the House Foreign Affairs Committee, former Secretary of State John Kerry
admitted even he had not read the verification regime detailed in those sectetside

President Obama said that the Iran Nuclear Agreement was not based on trust, but verification.
How can the U.S. sign off on a verification r

Some have said that returning both Iran and the US to compliance with the JCPQRAenusii t h e
starting point fDhatt@us tmetr argopt iacam.onAs 0t he |
IAEA, Rafael Grossipointedout late last year, there are too many breaches of this agreement to
simply wish everything could just fall right back into place as is. Grossi made clear that going

back to square oneisimpossbl at t hi s point, fibecause sqguare

Iran is violating both the uranium enrichment levels and amount of stockpiled enriched uranium
it can hold pursuant to the JCPOA in the following ways:

1. In May 2019, Iran stopped selling its etmécl uranium and heavy water deposits.
2. In July 2019, Irarbeganrenriching uranium to ~4.5%, above the 3.67% limit established

in the JCPOA.
3. In September 2019, Iraabandoneall the commitments that were in place regarding
research and development of centrifuges.
4. As of November 6, 2019, Iran wasiriching uraniungas at Fordow. Under the JCPOA,
no nuclear material was permitted at Fordow.
5. As of November 2020, a ouled lowegrichedourahiime | AEA
was 12times greater than that which was permitted under the JCPOA.
6. In January 2021, [ramommencedhe enrichment of uranium at Fordow to 20% purity.

With one directive from the Ayatollah, Iran was able to ramp up its nuclear programdegire
levels within days, demonstrating the weakness of the agreement.ribeitieuropean partners
nor any international body was able to prevent Iran from taking such steps, despite still being
technically bound to the agreement.

With the dawn of a new administration, the United States maximum pressure campaign crippled

thelrami an regime, killed Qassim Soleimani, and c
region. House Democrats spuriously claim that withdrawal from the JCPOA eliminated "U.S.
|l everage in addressing ot her n asthatohe agteene® c ur i t

itself eliminated any leverage by negotiating away all of the sanctions that brought Iran to the
table in the first place. The misguided approach that brought us the JCPOA siloed off the nuclear
issue from all other national securityeats emanating from Iran, thereby failing to address any

of Ilrands other malign activities by design.
on Iran enabled Tehran to double down on the very nefarious behavior the negotiators of the
JCPOApromised us the deal would moderate. The ayatollahs increased their sponsorship of
terrorism and development of It€ontinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs), all while still

unjustly imprisoning American citizens.


https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-nuclear-iaea-exclusive/exclusive-new-agreement-needed-to-revive-iran-nuclear-deal-under-biden-iaea-chief-says-idUSKBN28R1V9
https://apnews.com/article/6759b954fcf3492abcfb90a982a85b95
http://president.ir/en/111155
https://apnews.com/article/5493fa5ba172462aa1f2e7f91196be43
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/iran-nuclear-uranium-enrichment/2021/01/04/588949be-4e76-11eb-a1f5-fdaf28cfca90_story.html

Iran does not respect weakness. Ityarkpects strength. Use of force and military action should
always be the last possible option, but we must keep it on the table, not because we want war, but
because we want to prevent it. Our other instruments of national power, such as diplomatic and
economic pressure, can become greater tools in this effort when Iran understands that the

military option is on the table and real.

In stark contrast to this progress, some Members are now urging the United States to reenter the
Iran Nuclear Deal with noaw conditions, requirements or other updates to the JCPOA. Iran
doesndét want the U.S. to reenter the JCPOA fo
knows what to expect from last time around: making out like bandits with the sanctions relief,

and ramping up its other nauclear malign activities, while still securing their nuclear weapons
capability.

This misconceived approach also flies in the face of the changing facts on the ground in the
region. The Middle East has been undergoing aartdgeous and unprecedented realignment
where Israel and other nations in the region are uniting and strengthening ties determined to
successfully confront a common adversary in Iran. The United Arab of Emirates, Bahrain,
Sudan, and Morocco have all choserstrengthen its ties with Israel and peace in the region by
signing the historic Abraham Accords, forging regional alliances better capable of countering
Iranian influence. We must not naively ignore the developments that have taken shape since
2015 ande-enter a dated nuclear deal that does not reflect these important geopolitical shifts in
the region.

The United States must heed key lessons learned from the 2015 negotiations with Iran. Then,

like now, Iran wants the U.S. to come to the negotiatie due to the biting pain of our

maximum pressure sanctions regime. The United States must not once again abandon the

| everage that is bringing Iran back to the ne
nuclear and nomnuclear activities that eel to be stopped. Additionally, when redlines are

established for talks, the United States must either stand by those parameters or not set those
redlines at allWe must also be fully prepared to walk away if necessary. We urge the new
administrationtoe c a | | Ano deal is better than a bad de
be of the nature to receive broad bipartisan support from Congress and be submitted to the

United States Senate to be ratified as a treaty.

We must all learn from the lessoof the past and ensure that any future nuclear agreement

signed between the US and Iran is binding, sustainable, verifiable, and supported by our regional
allies. We must not be naive, desperate or weak in how we move forward. The irony of the
HouseDemor at s6 call in their | etter to you is th
be the Apotentially devastating miscalculatio
strength and not surrender for sake of domestic politics or partisan emadtieridnited States

must heed its lessons from the past several years, be smart, courageous, and strong,



understanding that the weak and desperate adversary is this Iranian regime, not ourselves. We are
ready and willing to work closely with you to achieve the goal of preventing a nuclear armed
Iran and effectively inhibiting its ability to sow chaos in tegion.

Sincerely,
Lee Zeldin Doug Lamborn
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Joe Wilson
Member of Congress

Vicky Hartzler Randy K. Weber
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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David Rouze Brian BabibD.S.

Member of Congress Member of Congress



Ralph Norman GusM. Bilirakis
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Kat Cammack Scott DesJarlais, M.D.
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Bill Johnson Andrew Garlarino
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Michael Waltz Brett Guthrie
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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David Kustoff Chris Stewart
Member of Congress Member of Congress
W. Gregory Steube Maria Elvira Salazar

Member of Congress Member of Congress



fooort Yo

August Pfluger
Member of Congress
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Andy Harris, M.D.
Member of Congress
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Steve Chabot
Member of Congress
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Barry Moore
Member of Congress

Mike Rogers
Member of Congress
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Don Bacon
Member of Congress
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Pete Stauber
Member of Congress

Chuck Fleischmann
Member of Congress
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Brian Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress

Carlos A. Gimenez
Member of Congress
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John Moolenaar Lance Gooden
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Bryan Steil Michelle Steel

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Ann Wagner Cathy McMorris Rodgers
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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David McKinley, P.E. Williammons

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Adrian Smith Robert B. Aderholt

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Mike Garcia Paul A. Gosar, D.D.S.
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Robert E. Latta Elise Stefanik

Member of Congress Member of Congress
Bill Posey Ruisbé&r

Member of Congress Member of Congress
James Comer Steve Stivers
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Mike Bost Nancy Mace
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Steve Womack Jeff Duncan

Member of Congress Member of Congress



Chip Roy
Member of Congress
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Guy Reschenthaler
Member of Congress
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Ron Wright
Member ofCongress
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Scott Perry
Member of Congress
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Young Kim
Member of Congress
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Alex X. Mooney
Member of Congress
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Ronny L. Jackson
Member of Congress
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Vern Buchanan
Member of Congress
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Jake LaTurner
Member of Congress

n\wf Aty Masly

Mariannette Nillksks
Member of Congress
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French Hill Michael C. Burgess, M.D.
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Tom McClintock Jerry L. Carl
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Mike Johnson n&eathman
Member ofCongress Member of Congress
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Barry Loudermilk John H. Rutherford
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Andy Barr Madison Cawthorn
Member of Congress Member of Congress
David Schweikert Burgess Owens

Member of Congress Member of Congress



Scott Franklin
Member of Congress
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Jim Jordan
Member of Congress
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Darrell Issa
Member of Congress
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Mario DiazBalart
Member of Congress
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Matt Gaetz
Member of Congress
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Jackie Walorski
Member of Congress
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Dan Newhouse
Member of Congress

Lauren I:%bert
Member of Congress
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Jack Bergman
Member of Congress

John Joyce, M.D.
Member of Congress
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Tim Walberg
Member of Congress

Chris Jacobs
Member of Congress
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Greg Pence
Member of Congress
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Tom Emmer
Member of Congress

A

Mike Gallagher
Member of Congress
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Yvette Herrell
Member of Congress
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Jim Baird
Member of Congress
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Nicole Malliotakis
Member of Congress
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A. Drew FergusonlV
Member of Congress

TG

Ted Budd
Member of Congress

ustin Sestt

Austin Scott
Member of Congress
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Anthony Gonzalez
Member of Congress
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Tom Reed
Member of Congress

Robert J. Wittman.
Member of Congress

Roger Williams
Member of Congress

Garret Graves
Member of Congress

Mark Green, M.D.
Member of Congress

Steve Scalise
Member of Congress
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Jason Smith
Member of Congress

Byron Donalds
Member of Congress

Peter Meijer
Member of Congress

Debbie Lesko
Member of Congress

Kevin Brady
Member of Congress

Van Taylor
Member of Congress



